Beginners Wiltshire Outing 
On Thursday 9th August beginners who had not rung outside their tower set out on a mini adventure to ring the lovely bells in St John the Baptist, Pewsey and then on to the tiny bells of St Andrews in Wootton Rivers.  There was much anxiety mixed with excitement – it’s quite a big step to ring strange bells.  However a good day was had by all, rounded off with that favourite of ringers everywhere – the PUB LUNCH in the  Royal Oak, Wootton Rivers.  
Sadly three participants did not arrive after a near collision with a lorry moving over the centre line of the road.  Thankfully after rescue by the AA a nearby pub was found for a welcome lunch but sadly – no ringing.  We’re just glad they were not harmed.
Some comments from two of the participants - 
“A wonderful experience, I was very nervous but then settled to the ringing and was, in the end, quite happy with how the ringing went.  Help received from Deb, Ann and another experienced ringer (June) made all the difference.  
Tea and cake was a nice touch.
I’m intrigued to know how the bells of St Mary’s (home tower) will be next time I ring them.
The day was rounded off well with a very nice meal in very agreeable company.  I would love to do something similar again.  Thanks to those who organised and gave up time to help us improve.”   Mark
“I was always a little nervous to try a different tower to the one I first learnt to ring properly in.  One thing I have learned is there is always help on hand and lots of support, so the nerves quickly go and there’s an amazing feeling afterwards with a sense of achievement and camaraderie.  I feel once you have learnt to ring a bell you have the opportunity to meet so many interesting people.  This was apparent from this latest ‘out-of-home-tower’ experience.  I will definitely be up for another one in the future.  Thank you for making arrangements and making me feel so welcome” Jane
Participants from St Mary’s Lydiard Tregoze, St Mary’s Rodbourne Cheney and All Saints Lydiard Millicent.


